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To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. | 
SALVATION. 
There is no subject we can be more interested in, | 


: Thus, then, we have disclosed the crror, both of; minian ; and we coincide with him, when he Says, 
Universalists and others. If salvation were only a |‘ The doctrine of decrees, (we include reprobation,) 
deliverance from the punishment of sin, then | ad- it is hoped, is already sufliciently exploded.’ 
mit, that Universal Salvation is the truedoctrine,, J. C's third paragraph is so very remarkable, we 
according to the general belief, that Christ's death transcribe it entire—* The opinion which annexes 
upon the cross was a vicarious sacrifice, aud a satis- | terms and conditions to God's exercise of his mercy, 
faction for God’s violated laws. And the advocate) is considered by its opponents, as inconsistent with 
for conditions must, | think, give up the point. But his attributes: but by its supporters, as a rational 


than that of the salvation of the soul. It is there-! the truth is, Christ's sacrifice was not vicarivus ; nor) scheme of rewards and punishments. The Univer- 


fore a matter of importance that we should be well | W4S ita satisfaction made for God's violated laws 
informed of what salvation is, and who may be | THe idea of a vicarious sacrifice is formed wholly 
considered the subjects of it. ; : ; “stig se 

With regard to salvation there are now two | mend of sin,and not from sin tself. But we have seen 
epinions prevailing in the Christian chureh, viz. | that salvation is in reality « deliverance from sin il- 


one limiting salvation to a part valy of the human | self; that is,from the power,dominion, or influence of | 


race, and the other extending it to all. The first of | €\ 4 dispositions, propensities and inclinations. It is 
these opinions has its origin among a part of the | 2Ot simply the commession of sin, the actually vio- 
Christian world, in what are called the decrees of | ating of God’s laws, thatis alone sinful; but it ts 


God, whereby he has foreordained from the be- | the having the desire or will to do this, whether we. 


ginning Whatsoever comes to pass, and so has ap- | do it or not, that is of the essence of sin, as _ 
pointed a part of mankind, who are called the | Lord saith, ‘he that dooketh ov a woman to lust after 
elect, to eternal salvation, and the rest he has passed Ler, bath already committed adultery with her in 
by without concern, and left to perish in eternal tor- ts heart. ‘The doctrine now, which supposes satis- 


| on the supposition, that salvation is fromthe punis&- 


ments for ever. Another part of Christendom, | fction was made by Christ for the violation of 


though they believe in the salvation of a part only 
of mankiod, yet do not believe that this is the re- 
sult of any arbitrary determination on the part ol 
the Almighty. But that God having prescribed to | 
mankind the terms and conditions of his admission | 
into heaven, it is of his own chuice whether he will, | 
by complying with these terms and conditions, | 
make hinsell the subject of the blessing; or by | 
negleeting to comply with the terms, shut himseif | 
out from is enjoyment. The second opinion pre- 
vailing o4 this subject, is called Universal Salva- | 
tion, and has is origin in those attributes of the | 
Almighty, called goodness, wisdom, and power. | 
The doctrine of decrees, it is hoped, is already suf- | 
ficiently exploded. 

The opinion which annexes terms and conditions | 
t» God's exereise of his merey, is considered by its 
opponents, as inconsistent with his attributes, but 
by its supporters, as a rational scheme of rewards 
and punishments. The Universalists’ scheme, it | 
must be confessed, is more consonant with the Di 
vine goodness and mercy; but yet it is utterly incon- 
sistent with the character of man. 

The conditional scheme, and the Universalists’ 
scheme, are What | purpose to consider. The first L| 
believe to be true ; but, as generally held, stands on | 
a false foundation. 

But first, we will consider what salvation is. Itis 
admitted, that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of man- 
kind, and that he is called the Saviour, because * he 
saves his people from their sins.’ The true defini- 
tion thep, of the term salvation, as deduced from 
the above admitted fact, must be ‘ liberation from 
sin;’ that is, from * the power and dominion of sin. | 

The question then occurs, How is man saved from | 
sin, or his sins? There is, I conceive, a very great 
difierence between being saved from sin, and being | 
saved from the punishment of sin. I will illustrate | 
this; sin is said to be a violation of God's laws; | 
and this vielation of God’s laws, is supposed to | 
draw down upoo man the penalty annexed by God | 
to the violation of his laws; and that his justice will 
by no means allow of the mitigation of this penalty, | 
without a satisfaction made for the offence. Now | 
we are saved from the punishment of sin, that is. 
from the penalty due for the violation of God's laws, | 
when satisfaction is made for such violation. And | 
this is the salvation, if, l understand it, which both | 
the conditional and the uncondilional schemes im- | 
ply. But we are saved from sin itself, when from 


| Gods law, or fur sin, supposes actual transgression, 
; and not merely the will or desire to transgress. But 


‘ boew could such satisfaction, at all deliver a man 


trom eviland wicked thoughts and desires ? How 
could it deliver him from the tnelination to trans- 


salists’ scheme, it must be confessed, is more conso- 
nant with the Divine goodness and mercy; but yet it 
is utterly inconsistent with the character of man.’ 
'We are astonished, not that J.C. should concede 
What is self-evident, but that, after making the con- 
cession of the premisses, he should deny the una- 
| voidable conclusion ! Here are two positions—one 
| is conceded ; the otheris assumed. Let us examine 
jthem. The first, is incontrovertible. The second, 
we shall controvert; then, the first is the truth, ana 
ithe only, and whole truth! Our opinions, or the 
| opinions of J. C., in this case, will not weigh a fea- 
ither; and we forbear proving the truth of the first, 
| only because it is conceded. The Universal and 
| Unconditional salvation of man, is more consonant 

with the goodness and mercy of God, than the re- 
| Verse, which is considered to be conditional salva- 
ition. Why? Ans. Because the first, however it may 
agree with the character and attributes of the Infi- 
inite Jehovah, is inconsistent with the character of 


gress ? And yet this is the only true salvation. | finite man. Shall we consider it inconsistent, be- 

The assertion above that the death on the cross cause man deserves to be saved on account of his 
was not vicurious, nor was it a satisfaction made for} own goodness and merits, and that it would be 
God's violated laws, stands so directly opposed to | wronging him to ascribe his salvation wholly to 
the common ideas upon this subject, that it may | the goodness and merey of God, to the rejection 
perhaps be thought I ought to give some reasons | of all his demands? What says the apostle? ‘If it 
for my opinion. ‘The following, | think, ought to be | is of works, (conditional,) then it isno more grace ; 
satisfactory. In the first place, the idea of a vi- ibut, if it is of grace, (what then? What follows ? 
carious sacrifice supposes that God is not a merciful, | Hear—) then, it is no more works” But J. C. says, 
but vindictive Being. It is of mercy to forgive; but | * [tis utterly inconsistent with the character of man? 
it is of vengeance not to forgive. Sin cannot be | Not so, says the apostle. We ask, What is the 


‘said to be forgiven, when a satisfaction is made character of man? Reason, nature, and revelation 


for it, any more than a penally can be said to be | answers—man is a sinner! What is salvation ? 
remitted when it is paid. In the next place, the idea’ J.C. shall answer— Liberation from sin; that is, 
of a vicarious sacrifice, supposes more than one) from the power and dominion of sin.’ (See his 
Divine Being; which is an absurdity. And | ecan-' fourth paragraph.) Where is the consistency, ae- 
not believe that the Scriptures teach absurdities. It cording to J. C’s plan, in conditional salvation ? 
is said, that Christ by the death on the cross, satis- Ans, If man will first ‘ liberate himeelf from the 
fied the Divine Justice. ‘This satisfaction was made | power and dominion of sin” he shall. be saved. 
for God’s violated law. But Christ himself was a | Granted, for according to J. C2s own “definition, 
Divine Being; nay, he was God himself, God with (and it isthe truth.) man weuld then have saved 
us. Now vicarious sacrifice impties, a person mak- | himself, and Christ would have no part nor lot in 


‘ing the offering, and another person to whom the the matter! Now itis coneeded by all, that ‘ it is 


offering was made. In the present case, the person impossible for a thing to be and not to be at the 
making the offering, and the person to whom same time’ And, viee versa, It is impossible for 
the offering was made, are both divine beings,! a thing not to be and to be at the same time. Now 
that is, are both gods; therefore, there are fio, it must be admitted, that if ‘the Universalists’ 
gods. But suppose they are one, then the Di- ‘scheme, is more consonant with the Divine good- 
vine Being makes satisfaction to himself, This is /ness and mercy, but utterly inconsistent with the 
also absurd. Again, the idea of a vicarious sacri- | character of mau, then, the reverse, the Arminian 
fice, supposes an tnnocent person, suffering for the scheme of conditional salvation, is more consonant 
sins of the guilty. This is contrary to all the | with the character of man, but utterly inconsistent 
laws we are acquainted with ; human or Divine. 1 with the goodness and merey of God! Here are 
conclude, therefore that the Scriptures canpot teach | the conclusions—what will you do with them? Ad 
such monstrous doectrives. It is not taught by | mitting J.C.’s premisses were true, what then? Whe 
Christ; if it bas been taught by others, let us not | shall give way 2? Who shall coerce Jehovah, to ad- 
impute it tothe Divine teacher, who only was the | mit a scheme of salvation inconsistent with his good- 
jness and mercy, that it may be consistent with 

(To be continued ) | man's character? How would reason decide? But 
REMALKS, the Seriptures are the only umpire, and they must 
We are fully of opinion with our correspondent, | decide. Rom, viii. 20, 21. * For the creature (ktieis 
J.C. that the salvation of the soul is a subject of | the creation) was made subject to vanity, not wil- 
universal and unequalled concern ; and that it fol- | lingly, (gladly) but by reason of him who hath sub- 
lows as a consequence, that it is very important | jected the same in hope. Beeause the creature 


true ove. 


that we should be acquainted with its nature ; but, | (Atisis) itself also shall he delivered (not deliver it- 


the renovation of our natures, we no longer violate | here we pause—if there are any who are never to | self ) from the bondage of corruption (sin) into the 


God’s laws. 


dispositions and inclinations. And this I cenceive | late, will be to them too soon ! . ia , 
J.C. in his second paragraph, considers two opi- |‘ Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 


nions as prevailing; the Calvinistic, and the Ar- | flesh and blood, he also himself likewise tovk part 


is what our Lord does, when be saves his people 
from their sins. 


Then we are delivered from evil | become its recipients, the dreadful tidings, however | glorious liherty of the children of God’ Who 


| shall deliver them? Als. Christ. Proof. Heb. ii. 
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of the same ; that through death he (Christ) might of once making use of this term in the course of 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, our remarks since the publication of this paper; (il 
the devil; and deliver them who through fear of we have used it oltener, we do not recollect it,) 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.’ J. | and it was an inadvertence, &e. Itis well known 
C.’s assumed position, therefore, is inconsistent to our readers, that we believe, agreeably to the 
with reason, and opposed to the plain declarations Scripture account, that we are the * members ‘ol 
of Scripture. It therefore follows of necessity, the body of Christ, and that if one member suffer, 
that Universal, Unconditional salvation, is conse- all the members sulfer with it’ — And, that 
nant with all the attributes of God, and evnsistent | * we were crucified with him—buried with him— 
with the character of man, who is a sinner. and have risen with him—and sit in heavenly 

Having admitted J. C.’s definition of salvation, in places in Christ Jesus.’ In fine, that ‘our life 
his fourth paragraph, we proceed to his _ ts hid with Christ in God? and that by our 

Fifth. Here we remark, that J. C. is too hasty in univn with our Divine Head, and Redeemer, we 
forming conclusions. We recommend to him, first, were partakers with him in his obedience, suffer- 
to understand our doctrine, before he undertakes to ings, death, and resurrection! This is our faith. 
confute it. No longer class us with Arminian Aud we are determined to contend for it! But, the 
schemers! We have repeatedly declared our faith in) moment we acknowledge that Christ was merely a 
the following — His vame shall be called Jesus, | vicurious sacrifice, (a substitute in our stead, and 
(Saviour) for he shall save his people from their | place, which is the express meaning of the term,) 
sins.” Again—we believe there is asin which is not, | that moment we renounce in fact, (if not in form,) 
neither can be defined as a transgression of God's | our membership with him, ard make a rapid ad- 
law, on any other principle, than admitting Jesus | vance to the Calvinistic doctrine of an implacable, 
the Saviour to be the giver of that law; for that! 


enraged, and vindictive God, and tacitly admit the 
law requires no man to believe in the Lord Jesus /contlusivn, of the innocent suffering instead of 
Christ, except the Lord Jesus Christ is the Lord | the guilty! We have said, and we repeat it, we 
Jehovah! We believe that mankind are reproved | mean to be consistent! It isbad policy to intro- 
of sin, not for, not believing in Jesus; but because, | duce words of equivocal meaning; and we sin- 
they believe not in him. We consider this an|cerely, and freely acknowledge, itis more objec- 
obvious and important distinction. The following | tionable still, to adhere to a phraseology palpa- 
may serve to illustrate this. Paul said, ‘Lam justi- | bly contradicting in expression, and confounding 
fied by the faith of Christ.” What is the faith of/in its import. We are conscious, however, that 
Christ ? Ans. It is the faith which was given to 
Abraham, who believed God, that ‘in his seed 
(Christ) all the families of the earth shall be bless- 
ed.’ The faith of Christ, therefore, is belief, pro- | 


this; and when it is considered that there is 
abroad in the religious world, a set of terms and 
phrases, which men have, as it were, sucked in with 
their mothers’ milk, it is less a matter of astonish- 


mauy persons with the best motives may do 


pnicated in the good will which the Gospel inspires 
will they not savour the righteous cause? Any 
will uot those who are mistaken in doctrin, | 
point: in religion, knowing only Apellos like th, 
baptism of John, whose lives are in this good wii), 
when they come to have the way of God mo, 
perfectiyexpounded, forego their preconceived se),. 
timents, and gladly receive it? 

Compare this Punctilio with the Prospectus » 
the Gospe! Herald— 

‘The title affixed to this Prospectus is a brig) 
exhibition of its contemplated contents * Jesy. 
Christ, who is God over all, blessed for every iso, 
|only Counsellor, Pattern, and Guide. Antichrisr, 
jim allthe Protean forms he may assume, our only 
enemy.’ 

Quere. Was this notice, under the head of Pun, - 
| tilio, inscribed by the council of Christ? Does th, 
Spiitof Christ dictate, that the communication oj 
a brother stall not be printed in the G. Herald, be- 
cause he affirms his conscientious scruples in calling 
it the Gospel Herald ? 

Is this edict the fruit of the Spirit of Christ, 
which the apostle says, is love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, geatleness, goodness, faith, meeknes. 
and temperance ? 

Is it Love that dictated this prehibition to a 
wounded conscientious brother ? Is this prohibition 
the pouring in of the wine and oil of the salvativ: 
| of our God, into the wounded hearts of our bre- 
thren of Adam’s race, mentioned in the Prospectus’ 
Is this prohibition the effect of joy, peace, long 
suffering ? Truth, in the Prospectus, is declared t 
be the object; reason the means to obtain it; and 
|} the Seriptures the source from which alone it is 
| to be obtained. Now letit be asked, what truth 








ceeding from a certain knowledge of the designs 

of God, and their accomplishment. Christ, who | 
had all power in heaven and in earth, was certain | 
of the salvation of the world, to reconcile which | 
he died, rose, and ascended into heaven! The man, | 
therefore, who believes in the salvation of God for a | 


ment than regret, that they are not now complete- | what reason, and what Scripture could dictate the 
ly exploded. We, therefore agree with J.C. that | above-mentioned notice? Did reason and truth 
* Christ’s sacrifice was not vicarious, nor Was it a, preseut the Herald to the public, and invite their 
satisfaction made for a violated law. And we are | patronage, and declared, that the columns of this 
ready to prove this, against all the objections which | Paper will be open to all sects, and confined tc 
can be raised, from reason, nature, and revelation, | none? Would not the columns of this paper re- 


fallen world, unconditional, universal, and secured | 
in Christ the Head of every man, is not reproved of; What does the law require? Ans. Perfect obedicnce! 
sin. Why? Ans. Because he believes in the Lord | What is its penally? Ans. Death! Did Christ die 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all men, who has re- | that man might be preserved from death? Ans. No! 
deemed him by his blood! 'To be explicit—we con- | For all die. What did Christ effeet by his sacrifice, 


sider the word reprove defined by Christ, when he | &e? Ans. He ‘ made peace through the blood of 


declared to the Jews, ‘ Ye shall die i your sins,’ | his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto him- 
&e. So long as those Jews lived, they were re-| self, by him, whether things in earth, or things in 
proved of sinemphatically. because they believed not heaven.’ God is unchangeable, and always the 
in the Lord Jesus Christ; but denied the merit of | Father, Friend, and Lover of his creatures. Man 
his atonement, and went about establishing their} needed to be reconciled to his Father, God; not 
own righteousness, which was of the law,(which|God to man. We likewise agree with J.C. that 
law continually reproved them of sin,) instead of the sulvation is a deliverance from sin itself, in the 
righteousness of God! Therefore, although men | mosi extensive sense of the word, even from every 
are reproved of sin, for not believing, yet the cause | wrong desire and propensity. And we appeal to 
emphatically 1s, because they do not believe that | him, whether in this life, so long as we are in this 
Christ has, in his body, reconciled them to God on | * bondage to corruption,’ every man, without dis- 
the tree! }tinetion, must not ery out in the language of the 
J.C. commences his sirth paragraph, by deelar-| apostle, *O wretched man that lam—Who shall 
ing, ‘ Here then we hare disclosed the error, both of | deliver me from this body of sinand death? And 
Universalists and others.’ Supposing J. C. had | like hin too, give ‘thanks to God, who alone giveth 
first proved, that we profess to believe salva-/ us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!’ 
tion to consist in our being saved from punishment, ( T'o be continued.) 
and not from sin; we think it would have looked | 
better. We declare once for all—We do not be- | —— 
lieve Christ died, or suffered to save any man from To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 
the punishment justly due for his sins. _ Every reel e 
punishment and penalty denounced for a vielation | Tn No. 56, under the head of Punetilio, I observe 
of God's law, will be inflicted, as much so, as} ‘that in future no manuseript found in the letter- 
though Christ had never died! And we challenge | box will be considered asa communication, or in- 
all men to prove, that the law ever threatened any tended fur publication, or will be published in the 
but temporal punishments, or promised any but Gospel Herald, unless it is directed to the Editor 
temporal blessings. Let it be remembered, that | of the Gospel Herald, or in the address the words 
‘ Life and immortality was brought to light through Gospel Herald are expressed, _and the declaration, 
the gospel! The wages of sin is death, but the; that it is intended for publication in the same is di- 
git of God is eternal life through our Lord Jesus | rectly expressed, Ke. ve 
I would ask the Editor, whether thisis not a 
little more nice than wise ? Some of these Puncti- 


Christ. And Paul declares, that * death hath pass- 
ed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Again— | hi r ’ f ‘ 
‘Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man | lios might be unintentionally omitted in manuscripts 
that doeth evil’ &c. So long as men continue to| of importance to the cause of truth, when this 
do evil, so long they will § have tribulation and an- trifle [for it Is truly so to those who are not con- 
guish.” And heaven be praised for it; but first | scientious that things and their names are not strict- 
prove that men will do evil for ever without end, el would be a bar to their publication. 
and then it is conceded that they will have‘ tribu-] V hether it would not be better to rescind this 
lation and anguish for ever without end! This,| Punctilio, that trifles may not hinder the free cir- 
culation of sentiments on religion, which, although 
they may not be infallible, yet if they are commu- 





however, we deny. Relative to Christ’s being the 
vicarious sacrifice, kc, we remark—we recollect 





mained open to all, notwithstanding the scruples ot 
jsome as to iis name ? What spirit is that, which 
| declares that no communication will be published 
in the G. Herald, unless it is directed to the Editus 
jof the G. Herald, or in the address G. Herald i 
expressed ? What doves it savour, cud what will | 
its tendency ? 

How does it comport with this remark in the 
Prospectus, ‘No communication will ever be reject- 
ed by the Editor of this paper, provided it is coucl- 
ed in admissible terms, and even under exceptions 
ble circumstances [personalities excepted) if the 
writer insists upon the publication of his senti 
ments, he shall be gratified on condition (not of call 
ing this paper the G. Herald) but of publicly ac 
knowledging them for bis own. 

Quere. Does the Editor now falsify his word, by 
rejecting in his notice in the 36th Number, ail 
communications that are not directed to the Edito: 
| of the Gospel Herald,or in them that Gospel Herald 
| is not expressed ? 

Look at his answer to W. Dean, No. 39, p. 160, 
compare motive therein expressed, with his Punct- 
- in No. 36, and quere how the truth stands affeet- 
ed! 

Fellow correspondents, what think ye of this? 
Shall the Gospel Herald become a hiss, a by-word, 
and a reproach to the Christian cause which it pro- 
fesses to espouse for want of being dictated by the 
Spirit of truth? It really might bea very useful 
paper were allcommunications to emanate from this 
source, but in the same degree as there isa de- 
parture therefrom, what can we expect but frivolity, 
falsehood, and persecution one against another, or 
on account of different sentiments in religion ? This 
is by no means the way to get along to edification. 

Let sentiments be offered in simplicity, and with 
candour, and defended only io the spirit of meek 
ness upon the ground of truth. In this dispositior, 
we shall be as much disposed to see and be con- 
vinced of our own errors, as to see and convince 
others of theirs. ‘ Give not that which is holy un- 
to the dogs,neither cast ye your pearls before swine, 
lest they trample them under their feet and turn 
again and rend you,’ that is, be careful to avoid 
giving what we have to communicate in holy things, 














to a doggish spirit to utter. 
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Neither cast such, brethren,’ &c., we remark—that in our opinion, it 


eymmunications before those who are in the naw would be poured to little effect, if we famely sul-- 


rending spirit of swine, for in both cases the trut 
must sufer. But in the language of the apostle, 
jet the weapons of our warfare (in the contending 
for truth, be in the spirit of it) be spiritual, mighty 
through God to the putting down the strong holds 
of sin and Satan in ourselves; then a hopeful suc- 
cess may be expected from our labours with others. 
But, -o long as we suffer the beam to remain in our 
own eye, how can we see clearly to cast the mote 
out of our brother’s eye? SAVIN. 
ANSWER. 

We recognize with pleasure the quotations from 

our * Prospectus,’ introduced by Savin ;—* Truth 


mitted to have the ‘ Gospel Herald,’ (the instru- 
ment used in this ‘pouring,’ )stigmatized with oppro- 
brious epithets. We reiterate again, ‘ T'ruth is the 


Scriptures, the source alone from which it is to be 
obtained 
We conclude with the remark—that the title of 


out of his eye who will, if we ever cast it out of our 
eye, ‘may our right hand forget her cunning" 
Note. When conscientious scruples clash with 
free toleration, who is to blame ? Friend Dean may 
exercise ten millions of conscientious scruples ; and 


is the object; reason the means to obtain it; and|in return, let the Editor exercise ONE! Friend 


the Scriptures, the source, from which alone it is to 
be obtained. No communication will ever be re- 
jested by the Editor of this paper, provided it is 
couched in admissible terms; and even under ex- 
ceptionable circumstances (personalities excepted, ) 
if the writer insists upon the publication of his 
sentiments, he shall be gratified on condition of pub- 
licly acknowledging them for his own.” Again— 
‘Antichrist in all the Protean forms he may assume, 
is our only enemy 

Savin, we presume,-has come forward in the 
cause of Friend Dean; who, we think, he alludes 
to as the ‘ wounded brother.” We submit to the 
candour of our readers to determine, whether from 
the complexion of his last communication, Friend 
Dean is best personated in the character of the 
wounded, or wounding brother! We think the if 


Dean can at any time be gratified by the publica- 
tion of his sentiments, on the easy condition of 
consenting to let the Editor publish Ais. And 
Friend Dean can have no more right to persist in 
his sentiments, than the Editor has to persist wm his ! 
And, although we are willing to be servant to 
all men, we are determined to be slave to none !!! 
——- 


NEW BIBLES. 


A correspondent in our last, over the signature 
of Gamma, requested information, whether the 
‘Bible is now to be superceded by Bunyan’s Pil- 
grim’s Progress,’ &c. To this we answer, if this 
book was as popular as Calvin's Institutes, or Hop- 
kins’s System of Doctrines, we think such an event 
would not be very ‘mprobable. The practice of 
some, Who read a sentence, ora part of a sentence 








in this case, is far from being irrelevant. And that 
‘we should be as ready to do justice ourselves, as to | 
exact it from others.’ Whether Friend Dean has | 
complied with the condition of our ‘ Prospectus, | 
and through the medium of reason attempted to 


draw from, or appeal fo the Scriptures tor truth, our |” 


readers will best determine. And the declaration | 
in our * Prospectus,’ and * even under exceptionable | 
circumstances, personalities excepted,’ Ke., strong 

as it binds the Editor, would have been much | 
stronger, had it declared, ‘ and even under the most | 
eXxceptiouable circumstances,with the single excep- | 
tion of personalities, &e. Our correspondent will | 
please to notice, that, the instancing personalities, | 
which are necessarily construed to mean an impli- 

cation of an individual’s moral character, from the | 
marked distinction which exists between that as a| 
private coucern, and his sentiments which he has | 


from the Bible, and then shut the Book, and once 
or twice during their harangue repeating theirmotto, 
is, we think, a poor compliment to be paid to that 
Book, which they pretend is the man of their coun- 
sel, 

On the whole, however, we think this practice in- 
dicates a delicate sense of propriety in those who | 
practise it. For it would seem they were aware of | 
the impropriety of apparently recurring to the 


Scriptures for instruction and doctrine, when they | 
are really producing their matter from another, and | 


altogether different source. 
——— — 
* Heaven taken by Storm.’ 
A book entitled ‘ The Christian Soldier, or Hea- | 
ven taken by storm, Showing the Holy Violence a 
Christian is to put forth in the pursuit after glory,’ 


object—reason the means to obtain it—and the | 


this paper, call it a ‘ mote, or a beam,’ let him cast it 


i sense of his own unworthiness as 





made public, and thereby set an example, which au-| &c. was published in 1816, in this city, from the 
thorizes others to follow,) as one exception, by no |* Second London Edition.’ The writer having taken 
means supposes there can be no other! Our ‘ Pro- | a disjointed passage, spun out his book to 195 pages, 
spectus’ declares to this effeet—That nu accommo- | preferring, it appears, his own imagination to the 
dation on the part of a correspondent, will be con- | text, or context, for matter, or proof for illustration, 
sidered an equivalent for attacking the private re-| &e. The consistency of this writer might, in the 
putation, name, or character, of any man. But, | opinion of some, be a fruitful subject for panegyric. 
that there are other exceptionable circumstances, | But we think those who are in the habit of seeing 
besides this, and therefore, under circumstances| things as they are, will wonder a little at this wri- 
which would be exceptionable, the ‘ writer shall be | ter’s declaration in the 14th page, ‘’Though heaven 
gratified, &e., by publicly acknowledging them | be given us freely, yet we must contend for it!’ The | 
ior his own ;’ otherwise, the Editor would have to | following is a specimen of his application of the 
acknowledge them for his own; for if he did not, | Scriptures—* Those beasts underthe law which did 


the public would do it for him! 

Savin will, likewise, please to notice, that our 
* Prospectus’ is couched in very strong terms, as fol- | 
lows— Vo communication will ever be rejected by 
the Editor of this paper, provided it is couched in 
admissible terms.’ Not, no manuscript, of any | 
name or nature. The admissible terms are discover- 
ed by reading our Prospectus, of which the Puncti- 
liv is, not an addition, but an explanation. Manu- 
scripts found in our * letter-box,’ addressed to ‘93 
Gold-Street, §c.,’ or to ‘ The public, or to ‘J.C. 
and Impartialist, (as we recently saw one,) may be 
published by ‘ 93 Gold-Street’—or the ‘ Public’—or 
*J.C.and Impartialist, to whom they are address- 
ed ! But—communications addressed to the * Edi- 
tor of the Gospel Herald’—or headed, ‘ For the 
Gospel Herald,’ will be attended to. And we hope 
Savin will excuse us, for believing, that ‘attempts to 
evade this address, are some of the ‘ Protean 
shapes’—which ‘ Antichrist’ would ‘ assume’ to up- 
set the cause of truth, and evade the acknowledge- 
ment of Jesus Christ as the only Saviour. 

Relative to the ‘ pouring the wine and oil of the 
salvation of God into the wounded hearts of our 





not chew the cud, were unclean. Such as do not 
chew the cud by holy meditation, are to be reckoned 
among the unclean. The earth is inherited by the 
meek. Heaven is inherited by the violent. The 
right way to lake heaven is by storm.’ 

Christ said, * Blessed are the poor in Spirit; for 
theirs isthe kingdom of heaven. Now we very 
much question whether to be ‘ poor in spirit,’ and to 
be ‘ violent,’ is the same. This writer, however, 
says, ‘ None get iato heaven but violent ones!’ The 
prophet says, ‘ Evil shall hunt the violent man to 
overthrow him!’ Again, * Him that loveth violence 
his soul hateth.” This writer, speaking of the man 
who would go to heaven says, he ‘ must offer violence 
four ways—To himself—to the worid—to Satan— 
to heaven!’ Of meditation (‘ or chewing the cud,’) 
he says, ‘ Did people but meditate on the damnable- 
ness of sin; did they but think when they meddle 
with it there is a rope at the end of it which will 
hang them eternally in hell, they would break off a 
course of sinning and become new creatures.’ Now, if 
this were the case, itis a great pity that these vto- 
lent preachers cannot set people to thinking! It 
seems, if they would only think of the rope, &c., 
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‘they would become new creatures.’ Now it is our 
opinion that a man would bave to exercise a great 
deal of violence, and storm heaven very hard, be- 
fore he scaled the walls and gained an entrance this 
way! This writer is certainly riolent, and in his de- 
clacations, we think a little deficient in proof He 
says, ‘our sabbath is altered by Christ's own appoint- 
_ment.’ And, * there is but a short space of time 
granted us, therefore work the harder for heaven 
before it be too late. A man’s personal day of 
grace may be short.” He says, ‘ The day of grace 
being lost, the next is a day of wrath’ To prove 
| this to mean endless misery, he quotes Luke xix. 
| 42. We think it would have locked better, if he 
/ had quoted the 48d and 44th verses, with it; and 
| Matt. xxiii. 39. We think it would be very difficult 
_ for any person to tell what things could Stune to 
| wt tae if they are never going to have any 

For logical distinction, the following may serve 
| as a specimen, ‘ Yet this caution I must necessarily 
insert. Though we shall not obtain the kingdom 
without violence, yet not for our violence. When 
| we have done all, look up to Christ and free grace. 
By grace are ye saved.’ Here this writer stopped 
short. If he had added—* Not of works, lest any 
man should boast;’ it would have detracted loo 
much from his‘ holy violence !’ 

This book concludes with a short sermon, which 
contains the following— True faith is ever found in 
an heart deeply humbled for sin.” ‘There is, in our 
opinion, a difference between a man’s being * deep- 
ly humbled for sin,’ and being so violent as to storm 
all creation, and even erecting his battering rams 
against the walls of heaven itself! There is a reflee- 





any harm to take it into consideration. It is this. 
That no man can be so deeply humbled with a 
to confess, in 
honest sincerity, himselfto be the chief of sinners, 
who believes God will damn any of the race of 
Adam for being greater sinners than himself! And 
that no man, who in sincerity believes ‘God to be 
good to all, and his tender mercies over all his 
works,’ can suppose that God will ever ‘ afflict or 
grieve any of the children of men’ unnecessarily, 
or ever, but for their own individual, and final hap- 
piness ! 


| tion familiar to us, and we think it can do no man 


— 
From the Boston Universalist Magazine 


EXTRACT From aA LETTER ADDRESSED TO RE- 
LIEVERS IN ETERNAL MISERY. 


But it may be thought proper that I should no 
tice some of the passages of Scripture which are 
used to establish the doctrine which I have endea- 
voured to refute, and have said is not the doctrine 
of the Bible. The reader may perhaps say, is not 
the word everlasting applied to the duration of 
punishment ? And is not the word eternal used for 
the same purpose ? We answer, yes. These words 
are found in the following parts of the Bible: Jude 
6, 7; Mark iii. 29; 2 Thes. i. 7—9; Dan. xii. 2; 
Matt. xviii. 8,25,41; Isaiah xxxiii. 14. Now we ask, 
will these passages contradict any other portion of 
the sacred testimony? No; then the inspired writers 
did not mean to convey the idea of punishment withe 
out end. In order to obviate the difficulty which ap- 
pears to embarrass us, we will quote afew. passages 
from the Seripturesin which these words are used so 
that they cannot mean endless duration. And if the 
sacred penman used the words from which these are 
transiated to convey the duration of things which 
have long since come to an end, how do we know 
but that they always used them for the same mean- 
ing ?—And again, when we find these words, if in- 
terpreted in this way, directly opposed to the mani 
fest meaning of Scriptures which cannot be un- 
meaningly misunderstood, we must suppose there 
has been given to them a meaning contrary to that 
which was originally intended —But says the ob- 
jector, can you produce any Scriptures where terms 
are used so that they cannot imply endless dura- 
tion? Yes, we can. See Ex. xl. 15,* And thou shalt 
anoint them, as thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the priest’s office ; for 
their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priest- 
hood throughout their generation.’ Levit xvi. 34; 
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‘And this shall be an ererlasting statute unto you, to 
make an atonement for the children of Israel, for 
all their sins, once a year.’ Now let us see what 
St. Paul says about the priesthood. ‘ If, therefore, 
perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, [for un- 
der it the f sople received the law} what further 
need was there that another priest should arise af- 
ter the order of Melchisedeck, and not be called af- 
ter the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a change also 
of the law. For he of whom these things are 
spoken pertaineth to another tribe, of which no 
man gave attendance at the altar. For it is evi- 
dent our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


of sin and misery in a future state of existence, men, and chief of sinners, and upon such to choose 
this fact is capable of being proved by analogical | for the subjects of his rewards, (see Elisha Coles 
reasoning, as follows: God, notwithstanding his on the ‘ Sovereignty of God,’ p. 62.) And that his 
holiness and goodness, now permits his rational | punishments may do as much honour to free sove- 
creatures, in this mortal state, to go on in sin, and | reign wrath, as his bounty does to Sree sovereign 


‘brings upon them many and grievous sufferings as 
la just retribution; therefore, if we reason from 
lanalogy, we must admit that this may be the case 
in a future state. 
In reply to this reasoning, we think that every 
candid person will be willing to accept an extension 
of this same kind of reasoning, which, should it 
issue in an absurdity, or in what every one disbe- 
| lieves,will be acknowledged a refutation of the argu- 


Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood. And | ment. We will say, then, that as it is so ordered in 


grace, he pitches upon those that shall be executed 
before they are born. ‘ What! have these poor 
creatures in chains done no harm?’ * O yes,’ say« 
the sheriff, ‘ the king contrived that their etanis 
should let them fall, and break their legs, before 
| they had any knowledge; when they came to years 
| of discretion, he commanded them to run a race 
with broken legs, and because they cannot do it, | 
am going to see them quartered. Some of them, 
besides this, have been obliged to fulfil the king’s 





it is yet far more evident; for that after the simili- | divine Providence, that many wicked men acquire | secret will, and bring about his purposes; and they 
tude of Melchisedeck there arises another priest, | great riches and extensive power in this world, so if| shall be burned in yonder deep valley, called To- 
who is made not after the law of a carnal com- | we reason from analogy,we must admit thatthis may | PHET, for their trouble.” You are shocked at the 
mandment, but after the power of an endless life.’— | be the case in a future state. And as it is often the | sheriff’s account, and begin to expostulate with him 
Heb. vii. 11—17. What could be argued more | case,that the rich and powerful in this world oppress | about the freeness of the wrath which burns a man 
strongly than the apostle here argues the abolition | and persecute the righteous, so if we reason from | for doing the king’s will; but all the answer you cay 
of the Levitical priesthood? Again, in Heb. iii. 6; | analogy, we must admit that this may be the case | get from him is,* Such anone is indeed accomplish- 
‘The everlasting mountains were scattered, the |in a future state. And as it is a fact, that the wick-| ing the king’s [God’s] decree; but he cariies a 
perpetual hiils did bow.’ Can these words imply | ed in this world partake of many carnal enjoyments, | dreadful mark in his forehead, that such a decree is. 
endless duration? and live in luxury, while the virtuous are often poor | that ‘ he shall be punished with everlasting de- 

{tis somewhat remarkable that St. Luke does | and outwardly wretched, so if we reason from | struction from the presence of the Lord’ of the 
not use the word aionion, or everlasting, in connex- | analogy, we must admit that this may be the case) country. You cry out,‘ God deliver me from the 
ion with the misery of the wicked in his gospel. |inafuture state. And furthermore, as it is fre- hands of a monarch, who punishes with everlasting 


St. Mark usesit only once; and inthe Gospel of | quently the case in this world, that the wicked are destruction such as accomplish his decree!’ and 
St. John and all his epistles itis not to be found | brought to repentance, and to reform their lives, so | while the magistrate intimates, that your exelama- 
once in that connexion.—St. Paul does not men- | reasoning from analogy,we must admit that it may so | tion is a dreadful mark, if not upon your forehead, 


And also, ag it sometimes 


tion everlasting destruction but once, though his 
writings form so considerable a part of the New 
Testament. Such words are not found in the epis- 
tles of St James and St. Peter. They are found 
but three times in the Gospel of St. Matthew, and 
but twice in the Old Testament. But were these 
words used oaly once in the whole Bible, and 
must remain in full force according to the general 
acceptation of them,we would not attempt to refute 
the doctrine of eternal misery. But as we know 
that these words are used in connexion so that they 
cannot mean endless duration, we deem it our duty 
to show how little Support people have for this doc- 
trine, which is so repugnant to the benevolence of 
God, to the general tenor of the Scriptures, to the 


nature of the gospel dispensation, and to the de- | 


sign of the Saviour'’s mission. 

The words for ever,and for ever and ever, are also 
used in connexion with the punishment of the wick- 
ed, but they are also used in connexion where they 
cannot imply endless duration. The reader is re- 
ferred to the following passages:—Gen. xiii. 15; 
2 Chron. x. 7; 2 Kings v. 27; Gen. Ixiii. 9; Exodus 
xii. 14; xxi. 6; xxviii. 43; Levit. vi. 13; Numb. x 
8; 1 Sam. ii. 30. 

As it _— very evident, Christian brethren, 
that this doctrine of eternal misery has been a 
means of preventing a more general reception of 
the Christian religion, let us study the Scriptures 
with an earnest desire to attain a correct knowledge 
of them, that we may govern our lives by the prin- 
ciples which they contain; that our worship may 
not be in vain, (for certainly we cannot benefit God 
by the worship we pay to him; it was designed for 
our own happiness; therefore, if we believe hig to 
possess a character which keeps us in continual 
dread of him, the great end of our worship is lost, 
and we worship in vain,) and that we may not * put 
a stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in our bro- 


| happen in a future state. 
‘happens in this world, that those whose lives have 
been pious and virtuous for many years, fall into 
sin, become most vile and wretched, so reasoning 
from analogy, we must admit that this may be the 
case in a future state. 
Without extending this reasoning to any more 
particulars, the candid reader will at once perceive, 
ithat it has already embraced what no Christian of 
-any denomination ever thought of believing or con- 
tending for. Then the fact is, we cannot prove 
even the possibility of the existence of sin and 
_misery in a future state, by reasoning analogically, 
any more than we can prove the foregoing particu- 
lars, which all will reject as absurdities. 
We will frankly state to our opposers, that if they 
| will prove from plain declarations of Scripture, that 
sin and misery will exist in a future state, we will 
give up the subject, and acknowledge that we are 
informed and corrected. Or if it can be proved that 
‘man will bave a mutable constitution in a future 
' world subject to vanity as in this, we shall at once 
abandon the system we are now upon, and seek to 
‘be consistent with what we find ourselves neces- 
| sitated to acknowledge. 
‘Ibid. 
} —_—_—~_- 


To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


Sin—lI beg leave to recommend to you 
| Calvinism, stripped of the gaudy dress with whic 
it is generally painted by our orthedor divines. 
extract it from Fletcher’s Checks, a work which 
| ought to be 
es to see truth and common sense triumph over error 

jand nonsense. Yours’ &c. 

GaMMA 

| *T suppose you are still upon your travels You 
/come to the borders of a great empire, and the first 


h 


j}atleast upon your tongue; that you yourself shail 
| be apprehended against the next execution, and 


| 


made a public instance of the king’s free wrath, 
your blood runs cold ; you bid the postilion turn the 
horses ; they gallop for your life; and the moment 
you get out of the dreary land, you bless God for 
your escape.’ 
aeiiitiines 
For the Gospel Herald. 

The Apostle Peter says, * The Lord is not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance.’ I heard a Calvinistie minister 
quote this text lately, and in attempting to ex- 
plain it, said, that the expression must be qualified ; 
for,ifthe Almighty absolutely willed the salvation of 
all the human family, they would infallibly be saved: 
but that it is evident they neither are nor will be ail 

saved, therefore, God cannot will it. Now what is 
| this, but giving the die direct to an inspired apostle: 
and yet this man receives an enormous salary for 
| preaching doctrines of grace,as they are unhappily 
| called. ° 





Gamma. 
—> 


“Anecdote from Southey’s Laye of Wesley. 


One magistrate in the county of Middlesex |i- 
eensed fourteen hundred preachers in the course of 





in the hands of every person,who wish- | 


ther’s way.’ And as this doctrine has been a ‘ stum- | thing that strikes you, is a man in an easy carriage, 
bling-block,’ let us take it away. Isaiah says, ‘ Cast | going with folded arms to take possession of an 
ye up, cast ye up, prepare the way, take up the | immense estate, freely given him by the king of 
stumling-block out of the way of my people. For | the country. As he flies along, you just make out 


thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth | the motto of the royal chariot in which he dozes— | 


eternity, whose name is Holy, | will dwell in the |‘ Free Reward.’ Soon after, you meet five of the 
high and holy place, with him also that is of a econ- king's carts, containing twenty wretches loaded with 
trite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the | irons; and the motto of every cart is ‘ Free Punish- 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite | ment.’ You inquire into the meaning of this extra- 
ones. For 1 will not contend for ever, neither will | ordinary procession, and the sheriff attending the 
I be always wroth; for the spirits should fail before | execution, answers, ‘ Know, curious stranger, that 
me, and the souls which I have made.’—Isaiah Ivii. | our monareh ts absolute; and to show that sove- 
14—16. W. irei ty is the prerogative of his a crown, 
jand my a no oe of yee h . — 

every day, free rewards and free punishments, to a 

ANALOGY. certain aueber of his subjects.’ PWhat! without 

Ir has been and now is contended, that aside | any regard to merit or demerit—by mere caprice ?” 
from Scripture testimony, respecting the existence | Not altogether so, for he pitches upon the worst of 


> 


five years. Of thirty-six persons who obtained 


a picture of | licenses at one sessions, six spelled ministers of the 
| gospel in six different ways, and seven signed their 
[| mark! One fellow, who applied for a license, being 
, asked if he could read, replied, * Mother reads, and 


I ’spounds and ’splains.’ 
-—2SDt+o— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


| In our 43d Number we acknowledged the receipt 
of Reprehensor. We have since read the communica- 
tion, and inform Reprehensor, that if he wishes bis 
communication to be published, it is necessary for 
him to call or send at the office for it, and make 
some alteration in the phraseology. In his first 
| communication we took the liberty to erase a sen- 
tence. A repetition of this might be thought an 
arbitrary assumption, &e. If Reprehensor wishes 
his communication to be published ia its present 
| shape, by affixing his name to it he ean be gratified 
It is with regret we remark, that a number of our 
| correspondents have recently manifested.a disposi- 
tion to abuse the liberality of the Prospectus of this 
paper. We request our friends to maintain their 
freedom ; but ‘ not to use their liberty for a cloak of 
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.’ 
_C. S. W. of New-Haven, requesting an exposi- 
tion of Acts xiii. 48. is received. 


EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 


| 
| 














